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their physical and mental powers, so that each man should
have a fair chance of winning for himself a name in his
country, and where there should be no distinction of ranks,
and no superiority of the rich over the poor. In this belief in
a possible Utopia lay Robespierre's weakness. It was not
enough for him that France should be saved from anarchy;
France must also be remodelled according to the gospel of
Eousseau.

Very like  and very unlike Robespierre was Jean Paul
Marat.    But the Jean Paul Marat who came to sit on the
benches of the Convention was a very different man to the
Dr Marat, possessed of a good fortune and a high reputation
in scientific circles, the  court physician and the friend of
great ladies,1 who had hailed with joy the convocation of the
States-General, and in his slovenly dress and diseased frame
could hardly be perceived the former sprucely attired ladies'
doctor.    Only three years had passed since the establishment
of the Ami du Peit>ple, yet a mighty change had been wrought
in Marat's  appearance.    He had always been a weak and
ailing man, he had believed himself dying when he wrote
his " Offrande a la Patrie," in the March of 1789,2 and with
difficulty he had recovered from his illness.    Ever since tho
establishment of the Ami du Pewple he had been persecuted
by  every party in turn.     Lafayette had hunted him. from
resting-place to resting-place;   Talon   and   S&nonville   had
tracked him down into the sewers, and into the most secret
hiding-places of Paris; when Lafayette's power was gone, the
Girondins pursued him with the same deadly hatred, and in
May, 1792, ordered that he should be prosecuted;3 and yet
after all he had been freely chosen by the electors of Paris
to represent them in the Convention,    But if the persecution
he had undergone had destroyed the strength of his frame, and
if his unhealthy life amid the sewers and indefatigable labours
had imprinted upon his very face the signs of a fatal disease,

1  See vol. i. chap, vii. pp. 216-219.

2  Jean Paul MaraL   Esprit politigue, accompagni de sa vie scienfofique,

, &t prive'e, by F. Chevremont, vol. i. p. 77.   Pang i 1880.

3  Yol. ii. p, 67,